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1. This is a FIRST submission of items concerning a filing under 35 U.S.C. 371. 

2. □ This is a SECOND or SUBSEQUENT submission of items concerning a filing under 35 U.S.C. 371. 

3. Q| This is an express request to begin national examination procedures (35 U.S.C. 371(f)). The submission must include 

items (5), (6), (9) and (21) indicated below. 

The US has been elected by the expiration of 19 months from the priority date (Article 31). 
5. j>£f A copy of the International Application as filed (35 U.S.C. 371(c)(2)) 

a. is attached hereto (required only if not communicated by the International Bureau). 
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21.fi<T The following fees are submitted: 

BASIC NATIONAL FEE (37 CFR 1.492 (a) (l)-(5)): 

Neither international preliminary examination fee (37 CFR 1.482) 
nor international search fee (37 CFR 1 .445(a)(2)) paid to USPTO 

International preliminary examination fee (37 CFR 1.482) not paid to 

USPTO but International Search Report prepared by the EPO or JPO $860.00 

International preliminary examination fee (37 CFR 1.482) not paid to USPTO 

but international search fee (37 CFR 1 .445(aX2)) paid to USPTO $710,00 

International preliminary examination fee (37 CFR 1.482) paid to UbPlO 
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ENTER APPROPRIATE BASIC FEE AMOUNT = 


CALCULATIONS PTO USE ONLY 




$ <P6C>< DO 




Surcharge of $130.00 for furnishing the oath or declaration later than □ 20 □ 30 
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Processing fee of $130.00 for furnishing the English translation later than □ 20 □ 30 
months from the earliest claimed priority date (37 CFR 1.492(f)). 
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TOTAL NATIONAL FEE = 
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a. |X] A check in the amount of $ 4 70. 00 to cover the above fees is enclosed. 

b. r™ I Please charge my Deposit Account No, 



in the amount of $ . 



to cover the above fees. 



A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 



c. [X| The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees which may be required, or credit any 

overpayment to Deposit Account No. 11-0224, A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 

d. Q Fees are to be charged to a credit card. WARNING: Information on this form may become public. Credit card 

information should not be included on this form. Provide credit card information and authorization on PTO-2038. 

NOTE: Where an appropriate time limit under 37 CFR 1.494 or 1.495 has not been met, a petition to revive (37 CFR 
1.137 (a) or (b)) must be filed and granted to restore the application to pending status. 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Applicant: Stefan Wintermantel 

Serial No: Art Unit: 

Filing Date: 

Title: CONNECTION ELEMENT FOR ATTACHMENT OF REMOVABLE 

DENTURES AT TOOTH CROWNS OR TOOTH IMPLANTS 

Priority application: Country: Germany 
Priority application number: 199 36 121,5 

Priority date: 31 July 1999 

PCT Application no: PCT/DE00/02387 
PCT Application filing date: 22 July 2000 



March 22, 2001 Attorney's Docket No.: DRN204 

TRANSMITTAL LETTER 

Hon, Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
BOX PCT 

Washington, D.C. 20231 
SIR: 

Transmitted herewith for filing is: 
<X> Form PTO-1390 

<X> Copy of the PCT Application PCT/DE00/02387 as filed (12 pages 

and, 4 drawing sheets) 
<X> English Translation of PCT Application PCT/DE00/02387 as filed 

(41 pages and 4 drawing sheets) 
<X> Certificate of Accuracy of Translation 
<X> Preliminary Amendment dated March 22, 2000 (5 pages) 
<X> Inventor Declaration 

Basic fee: $860.00 
TOTAL CLAIMS: 18-20 = x $18.00 = $ 

INDEPENDENT CLAIMS: 1- 3 = x $40.00=$ 

<X> Applicant claims small entity status. The fees indicated above 

are reduced by 1/2 
<X> Request to Accept Patent Application for Entering U.S. National 

Phase under 35 USC § 371 <X> Claim of Priority 

<X> Form PTO-1449 

<X> Copy of the International Search Report in of the references 
cited therein 

<X> Assignment $ 40.00 

<X> Recordation Form Cover Sheet (PTO-169 (A+B) ) 

(?) Enclosed is a check to cover the fee in the amount of $470.00. 
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(X) The applicant hereby petitions the Commissioner of Patents and 
Trademarks to extend the time for response to any Office Action 
outstanding in the above captioned matter as necessary to avoid 
abandonment of the application. Please charge my deposit account 
No, 11-0224 in the amount required to cover the cost of the extension. 
Any deficiency or overpayment should be charged or credited to the 
above account. 

(X) The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fees under 35 
U.S.C. 1.16, and 1.17, after a mailing of a Notice of Allowance under 
35 USC 1.18 or any additional fees which may be required during the 
entire pendency of the application, or credit any overpayment, to 
Acct. No. 11-0224. A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. If and 
only if account funds should be insufficient, immediately contact our 
associate, Lisa Zumwalt, at (703)415-0579, who will pay immediately to 
avoid deprivation of rights. 

( ) Please charge my Deposit Account No. 11-0224 in the amount of 

$ . A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 

A signature or signatures required for the above recited document (s) 
is (are) provided herebelow. Such signature (s) also provide (s) 
ratification for any required signature appearing to be defective in 
the above recited document (s). 



EXPRESS MAIL CERTIFICATION: I hereby certify that the correspondence 
attached hereto is being deposited with the USPS "Express Mail Post 
Office to Addressee" on the date indicated below and is addressed to: 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks, Washington, D.C. 20231, 




Horst M. Kasper/ 13 Forest Drive, Warren, N.J. 07059 
/ Reg. No. 28,559 Tel .( 908 ) 757-2839 



Deposit Date: 



hi 2 BM 2001 



if 



Express Mail mailing No" : TB (1PJt2-5~7\ D T 




Signature : '^£^Ao'/l fiUj 




Date: 



*%Pcil:d:transl(DRN204Tl (March 22, 2001 (tm 
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CERTIFICATE OF ACCURACY OF TRANSLATION 

The undersigned WILHELM H. ROHRS 

at the offices of Horst M. Kasper 

13 Forest Drive 
Warren, N.J. 07059 

certifies that: 

(1) He is fully conversant both with the English and 
German languages. 

(2) He has translated the German language of the 
followings documents: 

- International PCT Patent Application, Filing 
No.: PCT/DE00/02387, Filing Date: July 22, 2000; 

into the English language. 

(3) The translation is, to the best of his knowledge 
and belief, an accurate translation of the original document 
into the English language. 

The undersigned declares further that all statements 
made herein of his own knowledge are true and that all 
statements made on information and belief are believed to be 
true; and further that these statements were made with the 
knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made 
are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under 
Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code and that 
such willful false statements may jeopardize the matter with 
which this translation is used. 

Date: ffifUOty 2Z?M / //UttJ / . 

ff ' 7 WILHELM H. ROHRS 

*%ptO:translat(ger(drn204TR(rk 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Applicant: Stefan Wintermantel 

Serial No: Art Unit: 

Filing Date: 

Title: CONNECTION ELEMENT FOR ATTACHMENT OF REMOVABLE 

DENTURES AT TOOTH CROWNS OR TOOTH IMPLANTS 

Priority application: Country: Germany 
Priority application number: 199 36 121.5 

Priority date: 31 July 1999 

PCT Application no: PCT/DE00/02387 
PCT Application filing date: 22 July 2000 

JS March 22, 2001 Attorney's Docket No.: DRN204 

fln PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

88 Hon. Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 

Iff Box PCT 

, Washington, D.C. 20231 

5 ,. S 

m SIR: 

JJf This is a preliminary amendment to provide certain 

M* corrections in the above captioned patent application. 

Applicant petitions that, if required, the time for response 
be extended and the corresponding fee be charged. The 
Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional 
fees which may be required to Acct. No. 11-0224. Applicant 
further respectfully requests that this response be accepted 
as a bona fide effort to meet any potential response 
requirements outstanding and due in the above captioned 
matter. 
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Please amend the application as follows: 



IN THE CLAIMS: 

Claim 3, line 1, please delete "or 2". 
Claim 4, line 1, please delete "or 2". 

Claim 5, line 1, please delete "one of the claims 1" 
substitute therefor — claim 1 — . 

Claim 5, line 2, please delete "through 4". 

Claim 7, line 1, please delete "one of the claims 1" 
substitute therefor — claim 1 — . 

Claim 7, line 2, please delete "through 6". 

Claim 8, line 1, please delete "one of the claims 1" 
substitute therefor — claim 1 — ♦ 

Claim 8, line 2, please delete "through 7". 
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Claim 9, line l f please delete "one of the claims 1" and 
substitute therefor — claim 1 — • 

Claim 9, line 2, please delete "through 8". 

Claim 10, line 1, please delete "one of the claims 1" and 
substitute therefor — claim 1 — • 

Claim 10 , line 2, please delete "through 4". 

Claim 11 , line 1, please delete "one of the claims 1" and 
substitute therefor — claim 1 — • 

Claim 11, line 2, please delete "through 10". 

Claim 12 , line 1, please delete "one of the claims 1" and 
substitute therefor — claim 1 — . 

Claim 12, line 2, please delete "through 10". 

Claim 13 f line 1, please delete "one of the claims 1" and 
substitute therefor — claim 1 — . 

Claim 13, line 2, please delete "through 12". 
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Claim 14 , line 1, please delete "one of the claims 1" and 
substitute therefor — claim 1 — • 

Claim 14 , line 2, please delete "through 13". 

Claim 15, line 1, please delete "one of the claims 1" and 
substitute therefor — claim 1 — • 

Claim 15, line 2, please delete "through 14". 

Claim 16, line 1, please delete "one of the claims 1" and 
substitute therefor — claim 1 — . 

Claim 16, line 2, please delete "through 15". 

Claim 17, line 1, please delete "one of the claims 1" and 
substitute therefor — claim 1 — . 

Claim 17, line 2, please delete "through 16". 

Claim 18, line 1, please delete "one of the claims 1" and 
substitute therefor — claim 1 — . 
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Claim 18, line 2, please delete "through 17". 



REMARKS 



Claims 1-18 are in the case. Claims 3 through 5 
and 7 through 18 are being amended. 

The present amendment is provided to eliminate 
multiple dependencies between claims. 

Should there be any multiply dependent claims 
remaining, such remaining multiply dependent claims are to 
be deemed and treated as cancelled by the applicant. 

Entry of the above recited corrections is 
respectfully requested. 



Respectfully submitted. 



Stefan Wintermantel 



By: 



%*tfk 




Horst M. Kasper, Ifis attorney 
13 Forest Drive, 'Warren, N.J. 07059 
Telephone: (908)757-2839 
Telefax: (908)668-5262 
Reg. No. 28559; Docket No.: DRN204 



*%ptl\PAMEND(DRN204Al (March 22, 2001 ( tm-sz/568 
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Inventor (s): Stefan WINTERMANTEL 



Invention: CONNECTION ELEMENT FOR ATTACHMENT OF 

REMOVABLE DENTURES AT TOOTH CROWNS OR TOOTH 
IMPLANTS 



Attorney's Docket Number: Drn204 



Horst M. Kasper, their attorney 
13 Forest Drive, Warren, N.J. 07059 
Tel. (908)757-2839; Reg. No. 28559 
Attorney's Docket No.: Drn204 



ENGLISH TRANSLATION OF 
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CONNECTION ELEMENT FOR ATTACHMENT OF REMOVABLE DENTURES AT 
TOOTH CROWNS OR TOOTH IMPLANTS 

The invention relates to a connection element for 
attaching of removable dentures at tooth crowns or tooth 
implants with the locking bar supported slidable 
perpendicular to the pullout direction of the denture, 
wherein the locking bar with its effective parts for the 
locking is guidable under regions of a fixedly positioned 
element formed at one or several tooth crowns or, 
respectively, one or several tooth implants by the force of 
one or several springs as seen from the pullout direction of 
the denture and the locking bar is removable again from 
these regions by actuating of a pushbutton operating onto 
the locking bar with its parts effective for the bolting 
against this spring force. 

Either active or passive connection elements are 
employed for attaching removable dentures at crowned teeth 
or tooth implants. In case of active elements the denture 
is connected to the tooth crown or the tooth implant by 
frictional engagement or by locking. The frictional force or 
the spring force has to be overcome in case of a removal of 
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the denture. The active connection elements are associated 
with the disadvantage that the frictional force based on the 
wear for the spring force based on the spring fatigue can 
decrease in the course of line such that the attachment of 
the denture is not any longer assured. In addition, 
periodontal weak residual teeth or implants can be damaged 
in case the pull-out force of the denture is not precisely 
defined. Passive connection elements avoid the 
disadvantages. Here the support of the denture is 
accomplished by a pure shape matching with the locking bar 
device . 

According to the state-of-the-art today in most 
cases still the conventional dental technological locking 
bars - hasp, sliding bolt and plug bar or, respectively, 
dead bolt are employed. The opening of the locking bars is 
performed in most cases by having the patient gripped into a 
groove with a fingernail. The manual skill required for this 
however is not present with each patient. As special shape 
of a dead bolt represents a conventional construction, 
wherein the opening of the bolt is performed with a key, 
wherein the key is entered into a bore hole provided for 
this purpose. 
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For alleviation of the handling there have been 
proposed also so-called semi automatic locking bars, wherein 
the locking bar is opened by actuating of a pushbutton 
against the force of a spring. Such a semi automatic locking 
bar is described for example in the German printed patent 
document DE 3720623 Al. These semi automatic locking bars 
however are associated with the disadvantage that the 
pushbutton has to remain pressed down, which again can cause 
manual difficulties. 

There are also so-called fully automatic locking 
bars known, which further alleviate the operation. In the 
known constructions of such locking bars, a locking element 
acting perpendicular to the direction of motion of the 
locking bar and formed as a leaf spring or as a spring plate 
loaded with an additional helical spring engages into a 
recess at the cylindrically shape locking bar axis from the 
closing direction after operating of the spring loaded 
pushbutton and retains the locking bar axis such that the 
pushbutton can be released for removal of the denture. The 
locking element supports itself thereby at the limit stops 
of the fixedly seated part, such that upon engaging and 
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locking simultaneously the denture is slightly lifted. The 
locking element pushes again against this limit stops upon 
insertion of the denture and the locking element is thereby 
returned in its position , whereby the axis of the locking 
bar is released again. 

On the one hand the high construction requirements 
based on the additional spring are a disadvantage in the 
solutions. On the other hand the locking mechanism is 
subject to interferences. If the denture is not seated 
completely free of friction at the fixedly seated part and 
the force of the second spring is insufficient to overcome 
this friction, then the locking mechanism fails. 

A fully automatic bolting device has been proposed 
by the applicant in the German patent DE 197 2 8 863 C2, 
wherein a locking device is provided movably supported in 
the pushbutton or, respectively locking bar or in the 
casing, wherein the locking device releases the locking bar 
not upon insertion of the denture, as in case of the other 
fully automatic locking bars, but already upon removal of 
the denture. The described susceptibility to interference of 
the other fully automatic locking bars could thereby be 
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eliminated. The expensive production of the locking bar 
device proved however to be a disadvantage. 

It is the object of the present invention to 
generate an easily operatable denture attachment formed as a 
fully automatic locking bar, wherein the denture attachment 
operates without problems even in case of increased friction 
between removable denture and fixedly disposed part and 
which requires a comparatively small production expenditure. 

This object is accomplished by the connection 
element with the features of claim 1. The subclaims contain 
advantageous further embodiments of the connection element 
according to the present invention. In principle the known 
idea of a movably supported locking device from the German 
patent DE 197 28 863 C2 is taken up again with the present 
invention, wherein the locking device is placed into motion 
upon actuating of a pushbutton by the cooperation of limit 
stop and control faces. However, the function of the locking 
device is here associated within easy lifting of the denture 
in contrast to the construction forms described in the 
German patent and similar as in case of the other fully 
automatic locking bars having become known. This spring 
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force or the motion of a locking bar is deflected by way of 
limit stop and guide faces upon actuating of the pushbutton 
against the force of one or several springs such that the 
locking device moves. This motion in turn effects a slight 
lifting of the denture in pullout direction without limit 
stop at the fixedly seated part. Furthermore , the spring 
force can be deflected by limit stop and guide faces such 
that the spring force supports the denture in this slightly 
elevated position. This leads to constructions, wherein the 
release of the locking bar by the locking device does not 
occur during the removal of the denture as in case of the 
solutions of the German patent DE 197 28 863 C2, but only 
upon the insertion of the denture. The locking device 
retains the locking bar fixed against the force of the 
spring by the coaction of further limit stop faces. The same 
limit stop faces, which limit stop faces effect the lifting 
of the denture during the removal, effect the seating back 
of the locking device, wherein the locking device now again 
releases the locking bar. The spring can now return the 
locking bar such that the locking knowledge becomes 
effective. 

Furthermore, modifications are possible, wherein in 
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fact the locking device effects the lifting of the denture 
upon pressing of the pushbutton, wherein however the locking 
device is not held fixed itself- The locking bar 
nevertheless is initially however locked: based on the 
slight lifting of the denture the locking bar cannot any 
longer be led back into the corresponding undercut. The 
locking bar is the led back upon removal of the denture as 
in the constructions known from the German patent DE 
19728863 C2, such that inclined faces have to be provided as 
described there, which inclined faces lead the locking bar 
- against the force of the spring upon insertion of the 
denture . 

A plurality of constructive solutions are 
conceivable for realizing the idea. Only several of the 
constructive possibilities are illustrated with reference to 
the drawings in more detail in the following. The individual 
elements presented in connection with the various described 
constructive possibilities can also be combined with each 
other . 

There is shown: 
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Figure 1 a vertical central section along the 
locking bar longitudinal axis through a first connection 
element in locking position; 

Figure 2 a sectional view corresponding to figure 1 
of the connection element in unbolted position; 

Figure 3 a sectional view along the section line 
III-III through the connection element of figure 1; 

Figure 4 a sectional view along the section line IV- 
IV through the connection element of figure 1; 

Figure 5 a sectional view along the section line V-V 
through the connection element of figure 1; 

Figure 6 a vertical central section along the 
locking bar longitudinal axis through a modified form of the 
connection element of figure 1; 

Figure 7 a sectional view along the section line 
VII-VII through the connection element of figure 6; 
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Figure 8 a sectional view along the section line 
VIII-VIII through the connection element of figure 6; 

Figure 9 a sectional view corresponding to figure 8 
perpendicular to the locking bar longitudinal axis of a 
further modification of the connection element of figure 1; 



Figure 10 a horizontal central section along the 
locking bar longitudinal axis through a further modification 
of the connection element of figure 1; 

Figure 11 a horizontal central section along the 
locking bar longitudinal axis through a second connection 
element; 

Figure 12 a sectional view along the section line 

XII- XII through the connection element of figure 11; 

Figure 13 a sectional view along the section line 

XIII- XIII through the connection element of figure 11; 

Figure 14 a sectional view along the section line 

XIV- XIV through the connection element of figure 11; 
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Figure 15 a vertical central section along the 
locking bar longitudinal axis through a third connection 
element; 

Figure 16 a vertical central section along the 
locking bar longitudinal axis through a fourth connection 
element ; 

Figure 17 a horizontal central section along the 
locking bar longitudinal axis through a fifth connection 
element; 

Figure 18 a sectional view along the section line 

XVIII- XVIII through the connection element of figure 17; 

Figure 19 a sectional view along the section line 

XIX- XIX through the connection element of figure 17; 

Figure 20 a sectional view along the section line 

XX- XX through the connection element of figure 17; 

Figure 21 a sectional view along the section line 
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XXI-XXI through the connection. element of figure 17. 

The sections are shown either vertical parallel 
relative to the locking bar longitudinal axis, horizontally 
parallel to the locking bar longitudinal axis or 
perpendicular to the locking bar longitudinal axis in all 
the drawings, wherein the locking bar longitudinal axis in 
all cases is disposed approximately perpendicular to the row 
of teeth and approximately parallel to the chewing surface. 
The pushbuttons D of the individual connection elements are 
placed in general on the side of the tongue for optical 
reasons. 

Figure 1 shows a connection element with a box 
shaped casing G in locking position. A web extension or a 
web is designated with S, wherein the web extension or the 
web is formed at the tooth crown or, respectively at a tooth 
implant or also at several tooth crowns or tooth implants, 
that is fixedly attached in the oral cavity. An about 
cylindrically shaped locking bar R is supported slidingly 
along the longitudinal axis of the locking bar in the casing 
G. The guide of the locking bar outside of the casing in the 
area of the prosthetic body can be improved by a sleeve H. 
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The locking bar R carries a pushbutton D, wherein the 
pushbutton D can be operated for debolting of the denture by 
the patient with the pulp. The plate shaped locking device A 
is such supported in the casing G that the plate shaped 
locking device essentially can perform only one motion 
perpendicular to the locking bar. A schematicly illustrated 
spring F is disposed in the locking bar R, wherein the 
spring F is supported through a bolt B, wherein the bolt B 
can be fixedly connected to the spring F, and through the 
locking device A in the casing G and thus the bolt B presses 
the locking bar R with the pushbutton D in the direction of 
the pushbutton D. 

The spring F and the bolt B are guided in a suitable 
bore hole 1 of the locking bar R (figs. 1 through 3, figure 
5). This bore hole is complemented in closing and basal 
direction by two slots 2 (figs. 1,2 and 5) and 3 (figure 1 
and 2), which slots 2 receive the locking device A. An 
extension 4 of the locking device A (figure 1,2 and 4) is 
disposed in a corresponding recess 5 of the casing G (figs. 
1 and 2) and thus secures the locking device A and the 
locking bar R against rotation. The locking bar R is 
furthermore secured against a falling out in the direction 
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of the operation of the spring force by having the locking 
bar R pushing against the locking device A with a stop face 
6 (figure 1 and 2), wherein the locking device A in turn is 
guided in this direction over the extension 4 in the recess 
5 of the casing G. 

The locking of the denture is effected by sliding 
the locking bar R through the spring force with the parts 7 
(figure 3 and 5) effective for the bolting as seen from the 
pullout direction of the denture under regions at the web 
extension 4, respectively, web S. The locking bar R rests 
here in a congruent bar eye 8 (figure 5) of the web 
extension or f respectively, of the web S. However, the web 
S does not have to show any recess congruent relative to the 
locking bar. It is decisive that the locking bar grips under 
regions of the fixedly seated part S. The locking bar is for 
example round according to figure 1, which however is not 
necessarily required. Connection elements with a different 
cross-sectional shapes are shown for example in the figs. 12 
and 18. The round cross-sectional shape however is 
associated with advantages in production technology. On the 
other hand the locking effect can be improved by a 
corresponding cross-sectional shape. For example the 
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effective parts of the locking bar R for the locking are 
enlarged in connection with the connection element of figure 
18 , and in case of the connection element according to 
figure 12 these parts grips under regions of the fixedly 
seated part S at least approximately at a right angle 
relative to the pullout direction. 

The patient pushes with the pulp onto the pushbutton 
D for removal of the denture. The locking bar R is thereby 
shifted against the spring F, wherein the parts 7 (figs, 3 
and 5) of the locking bar R effective for the locking are 
moved out of the undercut regions at the web extension or, 
respectively, the web S. The regions of the passage of the 
locking bar R only bar eye 8 (figure 5) is completely 
covered by the side flattenings 9 of the locking bar R 
(figure 3). The denture could now be removed as would be in 
case of a semi automatic locking bar. However the patient is 
to release the pushbutton D prior to removal of the denture 
as in case of a completely automatic locking bar. Therefore 
the locking device has to become functioning. The spring F 
acts onto an inclined face 10 at the locking device A 
(figure 1 and 2) through the bolt B. The locking device A 
rests with a basal limit stop face 11 (figs. 1 and 2) at the 
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base of the bar eye 8. Since the construction is now 
unlocked, the spring force can move the locking device A 
relative to the casing G and to the locking bar R to some 
extent in basal direction and based on the resting of the 
locking device A at the base of the bar eye 8, that is at 
the fixedly seated part, the spring force can lift the 
complete connection element and thus the denture to some 
extent in closing direction. If the friction between the 
different components is larger than the spring force, then 
the slight lifting of the connection element is assured by a 
further pressing of the pushbutton D. The locking bar R 
pushes then with a limit stop 12 against a limit stop 13 at 
the bolt B (figs. 1 and 2), whereby the bolt B is moved 
together with the locking bar R. The lifting of the 
connection element is effected through the inclined face 10 
at the locking device A as as well as the basal limit stop 
face 11 at the locking device A (figs. 12) and their resting 
at the base of the bar eye 8. The limit stop face 6 of the 
locking bar R comes now to lie behind the limit stop face 14 
of the locking device A based on the relative motion of the 
locking device A in basal direction as shown in figure 2. A 
leading back of the locking bar R with the pushbutton D 
through the spring F is thus prevented, the locking bar is 
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locked. The locking device A is held in this position 
shifted in basal direction by the force of this spring F, 
wherein the force on the spring F operates onto the inclined 
face 10 of the locking device through the bolt B. The 
pushbutton D can now be released for removal of the denture. 

The basal motion of the locking device A will not be 
a pure parallel shifting based on the unavoidable play 
between the device components and based on the geometry of 
the locking device A. Obviously, the basal motion will 
initially at the side disposed toward the bolt B flip 
somewhat in basal direction prior to the shifting in basal 
direction. In case of a sufficiently precise production of 
the parts this effect does not have such strong consequences 
that the functioning of the connection element is interfered 
with. An improved parallel shifting of the locking device A 
can be achieved by allowing a pin to protrude from the side 
disposed away from the pushbutton D of the casing G into the 
bore hole 1 of the locking bar (figure 1 through 3, figure 
5) up to close at the bolt B, wherein the correspondingly 
shorter formed locking device A is led at the bolt B in 
basal direction. The locking device A thereby becomes 
however more inconvenient. In addition the construction 
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expenditure for the casing G is increased. 

As illustrated, the locking device A can be moved in 
basal direction by the effect of the force of this spring F 
or based on the motion of the locking bar R. Similarly 
constructions are possible, wherein only one of these 
effects is employed. The transfer of the motion of the 
locking bar in a basal motion of the locking device A can 
occur instead of bolt B also by stop face directly attached 
to the locking bar. 

The holding of the locking device in a position 
shifted in basal direction can also be effected by having 
the limit stop faces 6 and 14 (figs. 1 and 2) formed not 
exactly perpendicular to the direction of motion of the 
locking bar R, but somewhat inclined thereto, wherein the 
faces are disposed at their closing end closer to the 
pushbutton D than at their basal end. Such a solution was 
elected in the connection element illustrated in figure 1 
and is described in more detail below. 

The locking device A is secured against following 
out in basal direction by being seated in its position 
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shifted in a basal direction with a limit stop face 15 in 
the locking bar R as well as by pushing with a limit stop 
face 16 against the bolt B (figure 2). However, there are 
also other possibilities to secure the locking device A the 
against falling out in a basal direction* For example also a 
basal limit stop can be furnished in front of the recess 5 
of the casing G as seen from the pushbutton D instead of the 
limit stop face 16. This basal limit stop can also be placed 
in the recess 5 by closing the recess 5 below the extension 
4 of the locking device A. 

During insertion of the denture the locking device A 
impinges with its basal limit stop face 11 (figure 1 and 2) 
onto its support at the base of the bar eye 8 and is thereby 
again somewhat moved relative to the casing G and to the 
locking bar R in closing direction. The limit stop 14 of the 
locking device A now releases again the limit stop 6 of the 
locking bar R, such that the spring F can lead back again 
the locking bar R with the pushbutton D. The denture is now 
locked. 

A demounting of the movable parts for exchange and 
repair purposes is easily possible. The locking device A is 



PCT/DE00/02387 



- 19 - 



pressed in the region of the basal face 11 in closing 
direction with a fine instrument, wherein initially the bolt 
B is moved against the spring F. The locking device A is 
thereby somewhat rotated 

The locking device A is thereby somewhat rotated, since the 
locking device A pushes with its side disposed remote from 
the bolt B on the top in the casing G. As soon as the 
extension 4 is moved out of the corresponding recess 5 of 
the casing G, then the locking bar R together with the 
spring F, the bolt B and the locking device A can be pulled 
out. Also analogous constructions with sleeve shaped screw, 
as illustrated in the connection elements of figs. 11 and 
15, or with a basally inserted screw as in the connection 
element of figure 15 are possible, wherein then a demounting 
can be performed after removal of the screw. 

A modification of the described connection element 
is shown in figure 6 through 8, which modification 
functionally corresponds to this connection element, however 
is distinguished by the shape of the casing G. The casing G 
is here formed sleeve shaped. This casing can be formed 
short in the direction of the locking bar longitudinal axis 
such that then again an additional sleeve H can be 
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incorporated in the denture body for guiding the locking bar 
R. The casing G can also be constructed long, as illustrated 
here, such that the additional sleeve H can be dispensed 
with. As shown here, the pushbutton D can be formed with a 
larger diameter as the balance of the locking bar R for a 
better possibility of operation* A further spring acting 
like the spring F could be inserted into the hollow space 17 
(figure 6,7) between the locking bar R and the casing G for 
improving of the spring function. Constructions are also 
possible, wherein the spring is disposed completely outside 
of the locking bar. The locking bar R engages here with its 
parts 7 (figure 8) effective for the locking on two sides in 
under cuts at the web extension or web S. 

Figure 9 shows a modification of these sleeve shaped 
casing form, wherein the locking bar R with its effective 
parts 7 engages only on one side into the web extension S. 
Figure 10 shows an application at the web extension with 
again a one-sided engagement of the effective locking bar 
parts 7, wherein the web extension exhibits here half round 
shown guide grooves 18 for improving the guiding function 
during insertion of the denture. Either parts of the denture 
frame or -as shown here -guiding parts 19 of the casing G 
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can engage into these guiding grooves* The casing G carries 
a dove tail like extension 20 , wherein the dove tail like 
extension 20 improves in particular in case of adhesive 
technology the connection between the connection element and 
the denture frame. It is necessary with this construction to 
provide two different versions of the casing G for right 
side and for left side application. The possibility exists 
also perform the casing of two parts , wherein the second 
sleeve shaped casing part, which casing part looks similar 
as the shown in figure 9, is insertable on two sides into a 
box shaped first casing part, where the first casing part is 
seated on the web extension, for avoiding of the two recited 
versions for two side application. A special form of the 
casing can be constructed for the interdental application 
between two telescope crowns. The special form then has to 
be formed extremely narrow. 

A second connection element is shown in figs. 11 
through 14. A casing G is seated onto a web extension S, 
wherein the web extension S can exhibits angular illustrated 
guide grooves 21 (figure 11). A sleeve shaped screw Schl can 
be inserted on two sides in this casing G, wherein the 
locking bar R with the pushbutton D is guided in the sleeve 
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shaped screw Schl, wherein the locking bar R is secured 
against falling out by an extension 22 (figure 14) and a 
disassembly can be easily performed after removing of the 
screw Schl. The opening disposed opposite to the screw Schl 
can be closed by a screw Sch. All construction parts are 
formed such that they can be applied on both sides, A 
locking device A is supported slidable in vertical direction 
in the casing G. The locking bar R grips with its effective 
parts 23 for the locking, wherein the effective parts 23 
here form a face disposed vertical to the pullout direction, 
on one side (figure 12) the undercut regions at the web 
extension. The function of the spring F, of the bolt B, and 
of the locking device A corresponds essentially to the 
corresponding elements in the connection element illustrated 
further above. The locking device A with its limit stop face 
24 rests however at the top at the web extension S (figure 
12) in contrast to the further above illustrated connection 
element. This support effects a slight lifting of the 
connection element upon actuation of the pushbutton D. The 
locking device A effects then the locking of the locking bar 
R with the limit stop face 26 of the locking device A 
(figure 14 ) , wherein the locking bar R pushes with its limit 
stop face 25 (figure 14) against the limit stop face 26. 
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The locking device A with a basal extension 27 is 
such supported in a basal recess of the casing G that the 
locking device A is rotatable around an axis 28 disposed 
perpendicular to the longitudinal axis of the locking bar R 
and rotation of the locking bar R around its longitudinal 
axis is not possible, in connection with the connection 
element illustrated in figure 15 , wherein the locking device 
A is disposed within slots of the locking bar R. A sleeve 
shaped screw Schl secures the locking device A and thus also 
the locking bar R against falling out, since the locking bar 
R pushes with a limit stop 29 against the locking device A. 
The spring F, which spring F can also be solidly connected 
to the locking device A, set at the locking device A effects 
a rotation of the locking device A around the rotation axis 
28 away from the pushbutton D upon actuation of the 
pushbutton D. A limit stop face 30 effects the same, wherein 
the limit stop face 30 also pushes against a limit stop 31 
of the locking device A upon further pressing of the 
pushbutton d. A basal limit stop face 32 of the locking 
device A rests at the bottom at the web extension or web S 
and effects a slight lifting of the connection elements 
based on the rotation as with the connection element 
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illustrated in figs. 1 through 5, wherein then the locking 
bar R with the limit stop 29 pushes against a limit stop 
face 33 of the locking device A and is thus locked. The 
limit stop face 32 of the locking device A pushes against 
the web extension or, respectively web S upon reentering of 
the denture and becomes thereby turned back and releases 
again the locking bar. 

The locking device A in contrast to the up to now 
described locking elements is not disposed in the casing G, 
but instead slidingly supported in a vertical direction in 
the locking bar R according to the connection element shown 
in figure 16. A screw Sch2 protruding from a basal direction 
into a groove 34 of the locking bar R secures the locking 
bar R against falling out and against rotation. The locking 
device A is moved against the bolt B subjected to the spring 
F upon actuation of the pushbutton D. The spring force 
effects a slight basal motion of the locking device A 
relative to the casing G through the bolt B and an inclined 
face 35 at the locking device A. Since the locking device A 
then rests with a basal limit stop face 36 at the web 
extension or web S, a slight lifting of the connection 
element in pullout direction occurs. If the spring force is 
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insufficient for releasing this motion, then the same is 
released by a pushing of the bolt B with a limit stop face 
37 at a belonging limit stop 38 of the casing G upon further 
pressing of the pushbutton D. The locking of the locking bar 
R is effected by having the locking device A with a limit 
stop face 39 pushed against a limit stop face 14 of the 
casing G. The connecting element is easily held in the 
slightly lifted position by the spring force, which spring 
force operates onto the inclined face 35 of the locking 
device A through the bolt B. The locking device A is pushed 
upwardly by the web extension or, respectively, web S 
through the basal limit stop face 36 of the locking device A 
during reinsertion of the denture and the locking device A 
releases again the locking bar R. 

A completely different construction of connection 
element is shown in figure 17 through 21. A casing composed 
out of two parts Gl and G2 for production technological 
reasons is seated on a web extension or web S. A sleeve H is 
inserted into the casing and is secured (figure 19) by a 
basal screw Sch3, wherein the basal screw can be removed for 
disassembly purposes. A locking bar R is supported slidable 
along the longitudinal axis of the locking bar and limited 
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rotatable around the longitudinal axis of the locking bar in 
the sleeve H and in the casing part G2 . A pushbutton D is 
placed on the locking bar R, wherein the connection between 
the two parts can be performed by press fitting, bolting or 
screwing together. As spring A disposed around the locking 
bar R acts against the pushbutton D. The locking bar R 
engages on two sides in undercut regions at the web 
extension or web S (figure 17 and 18) with side extensions 
41 and 42 of the locking bar R effective for the locking. 
The extension 42 with an inclined to limit stop face 43 
pushes against a limit stop face 44 of the casing part G2 
(figure 20) in case of pressure onto the pushbutton D, 
wherein the locking bar R is placed into rotation around its 
longitudinal axis. Since the same extension 42 rests with a 
basal limit stop face 45 (figure 20) on the web extension or 
web S, the connection element is lifted slightly in pullout 
direction. Upon releasing the pushbutton D, the spring F 
places initially the locking bar R somewhat backward. A 
further leading back of the locking bar is however prevented 
by having the extension 41 with the limit stop 46 pushed 
against a limit stop 47 of the sleeve H (figure 21) based on 
the rotation of the locking bar. The faces 46 and 47 are 
disposed not precisely rectangular relative to the direction 
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of motion of the locking bar R. The faces 46 and 47 are 
disposed in closing direction closer to the pushbutton B as 
compared in basal direction. This is associated with the 
consequence that the spring force acting in the direction of 
the pushbutton D retains the locking bar R and thus the 
connection element in this position. The extensions 41 and 
42 thus cooperate as locking device A. The pushbutton D can 
now be released for removal of the denture. The locking bar 
R rotates backward upon reinsertion of the denture based on 
the beating of the basal limit stop face 45 at the web 
extension or web S. The spring F can now lead back the 
locking bar R into the bolting position. 

Slight changes by not illustrated constructive 
modifications are possible relative to the described 
constructions, where the locking device A in fact slightly 
lifts the connection element upon pressing of the pushbutton 
D, wherein the locking of the locking bar R by the locking 
device A itself is however dispensed with. Indirectly, the 
locking device A initially nevertheless locks the locking 
bar R here. The locking bar cannot be set back any longer 
into the associated undercuts based on the slight lifting of 
the denture. Upon removal of the denture the locking bar is 
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however lead back by the spring F such that inclined faces 
have to be provided, wherein the inclined faces guide the 
locking bar R upon insertion of the denture against the 
force of the spring F. 

The component parts can advantageously be produced 
as packaging parts and for example being made out of a 
dental alloy. The spring can be produced out of a suitable 
spring material, for example a stainless-steel or a suitable 
titanium alloy. The spring can comprise out of an elastic 
plastic body upon a corresponding modification of the 
construction. The locking bar head of the connection element 
illustrated in figure 17 through 21 can be made out of 
plastic, similarly the sleeves of the connection elements of 
the figures 1 through 5 and 10 and 16. They can be 
polymerized into the denture. The web extension or web can 
be made out of a bakable plastic and is cast together with 
the remaining fixed seated constructions. Furthermore the 
web extension or web can comprise an extension gate capable 
alloy. The casing is attached for example by adhesive 
attachment, by welding or soldering in the denture frame, 
wherein preferably the adhesive technology or the laser 
welding should be applied for biological reasons. A suitable 
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recess for the connection element has to be created in the 
denture frame. For this purpose doubling auxiliary parts 
made out of plastic or metal or auxiliary parts made out of 
ceramics can be employed. 

A special shape of the invention comprises that the 
casing G is dispensed with and the guide for the locking bar 
R and the remaining recesses of the casing G are produced 
directly in the denture frame. For example the recesses for 
the locking bar R and for the screw Sch2 can be produced by 
drilling in the connection element illustrated in figure 16, 
wherein the position of the bore holes relative to each 
other could be fixed with a drilling jig. In the following a 
threat would have to be cut into the bore hole for the screw 
Sch2 . The passage of the locking bar R through the web 
extension or web S could be produced together with its 
guiding in the denture frame. Another possibility of the 
production of the recesses is a spark erosion. Furthermore 
for example an auxiliary part out of ceramics could be 
modeled into the denture frame for the guiding of the 
locking bar R as well as the recess 5 of the extension for 
in the connection element illustrated in figures 1 through 
10, wherein the auxiliary part could be easily removed by 
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emission out of the denture frame after the casting. This 
auxiliary part can also be produced out of a high melting 
metal , for example nickel, which can be dissolved with a 
suitable acid, for example, nitric acid after the casting. 

The locking bar can also be offered in a semi 
automatic version by slight changes. For example, the 
locking device A can be modified such, that the stop face 16 
(figure 2) already rests on the bolt B in locking position 
and thus a shifting of the locking device in basal direction 
is not possible. 

If an inner thread is placed into the guide of the 
locking bar R, then a screw can be employed instead of the 
locking bar, wherein the screw is formed cylindrically with 
the same diameter as the locking bar at the end of the screw 
disposed remote from the screw head. A fixed connection 
between the fixedly seated part and the secondary part 
carrying the screw can be produced by insertion of the 
screw. This makes sense for example in the case where the 
secondary part is a fixedly seated on bridge piers, which 
bridge piers however exhibit long-term a doubtful prognosis. 
After loss of these bridge piers the construction can be 
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reconstructed easily into a removable denture by engaging of 
the screw connection and by inserting a locking bar instead 
of the screw. 
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Patent claims 



1. Connection element for the attachment of removable 

tooth dentures at crowns of teeth or tooth implants with a 
locking bar (R) supported slidable perpendicular to the 
pullout direction of the denture, wherein the locking bar is 
guidable by the force of one or several springs (F) as seen 
from the pullout direction of the denture under regions of a 
fixedly seated element (S) formed at one or several tooth 
crowns or, respectively, one or several tooth implants and 
wherein the locking bar with its parts effective for the 
locking is removable again out of these regions against this 
spring force by actuation of a pushbutton (D) acting upon 
the locking bar (R) , characterized in that a locking device 
(A) is provided for the locking bar (R) , wherein the locking 
device (A) is movable upon actuation of the pushbutton (D) 
by a spring force acting in the direction of the shift 
motion of the locking bar (R) or by the motion of the 
locking bar (R) itself or by both effects together such that 
the locking device effects slight lifting of the connection 
element in pullout direction of the denture through limit 
stop faces. 
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2. Connection element according to claim one, 
characterized in that after the actuation of the pushbutton 
(D), a spring force acting in the direction of the shift 
motion of the locking bar (R) maintains the connection 
element in a slightly lifted position in the pullout section 
of the denture by the cooperation of limit stop faces and 
guide faces. 

3. Connection element according to claim 1 or 2 , 
characterized in that the locking bar (R) and the locking 
device (A) are guided in a casing (G, G1/G2), wherein the 
casing is for example formed box shaped or sleeve shaped and 
which is attachable by soldering, welding or gluing at the 
denture frame, wherein the recess in the denture frame is 
pre-formable with auxiliary parts out of plastic, metal or 
ceramic for receiving the casing and wherein the connection 
to the denture frame is produceable by a dovetail shaped 
extension (20) . 

4. Connection element according to claim 1 or 2, 
characterized in that the locking bar (R) and the locking 
device (A) are guided in corresponding recesses directly in 
the denture frame, which recesses are produceable for 
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example by drilling, by spark erosion and/or by employing of 
auxiliary parts made of ceramics or out of a high melting 
metal . 

5. Connection element according to one of the claims 1 
through 4, characterized in that the locking device (A) 
forms a self-contained, movably supported part which is 
placeable into motion upon actuation of the pushbutton (D) 
by the force of at least one spring (F) and/or the co-action 
of limit stop faces and guide faces and which effects slight 
lifting of the connection element in pullout direction by 
pushing of a limit stop face (11,24,32,36) at the fixedly 
seated element (S). 

6. Connection element according to claim 5, 
characterized in that the locking device (A) in the casing 
(G) , in the denture body or in the locking bar (R) is 
supported slidable at least along a closing-basal direction 
and/or supported rotatable around an axis disposed 
perpendicular to the direction of motion of the locking bar 
(R) , wherein a falling out in a basal direction is prevented 
by limit stops for example at the casing (G) or at the bolt 
(B). 
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7. Connection element according to one of the claims 1 
through 6, characterized in that the force of the at least 
one spring (F) is directly transferable, wherein the spring 
(F) also can be attached at the locking device (A) or 
indirectly transferable onto the locking device (A) upon 
actuation of the pushbutton (D) and after releasing the 
pushbutton (D). 

8. Connection element according to one of the claims 1 
through 7, characterized in that the motion of the locking 
bar (R) is directly transferable or is indirectly 
transferable through a bolt (B) onto the locking device (A) 
upon actuation of the pushbutton (D) . 

9. Connection element according to one of the claims 1 
through 8, characterized in that upon actuation of the 
pushbutton (D) , both the force of the at least one spring 
(f) as well as by way of limit stop faces (12, 13, 37, 
38) the motion of the locking bar (R) are transferable onto 
the same bolt (B) and through further limit stop faces 
(10,35) onto the locking device (A). 
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10. Connection element according to one of the claims 1 

through 4, characterized in that the locking device (A) 
together with the locking bar (R) forms a common part, 
wherein the common part is supported limited rotatable 
around an axis disposed in the direction of the shifting 
motion in addition to a shiftable support and wherein upon 
actuation of the pushbutton D the common part is placed into 
rotation by the co-action of the limit stop faces and guide 
faces and wherein a slight lifting of the connection element 
in pullout direction is effected by pushing of one limit 
stop face (45) at the fixedly seated element (S). 

11 • Connection element according to one of claims 1 

through 10, characterized in that the locking device (A) 
holds the locking bar (R) , after the locking bar has been 
moved upon actuation of the pushbutton (D) against the force 
of at least one spring (F) , in this position upon removal of 
the denture by the co-action of limit stop faces 
(6,14,25,26,29,33,39,40,46,47) and releases upon insertion 
of the denture based on the pushing of limit stop faces 
(11,24,32,36) of the locking device (A) again at the fixedly 
seated element (S), such that the locking bar (R) can be led 
back again by the spring force. 
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12. Connection element according to one of the claims 1 
through 10, characterized in that the locking bar (R) is led 
back again by the spring force upon removal of the denture 
after moving the locking bar (R) upon actuation of the 
pushbutton (D) against the force of at least one spring (F), 
and wherein the locking bar (R) is moved again against the 
force of the at least one spring (F) during insertion of the 
denture by the action of inclined guide faces, wherein the 
locking bar (R) is then again led back by the spring force 
in case the denture is fully inserted. 

13. Connection element according to one of the claims 1 
through 12, characterized in that the movable parts are 
secured against falling out in the direction of the spring 
(F) by the locking device (A) itself, by a sleeve shaped 
screw (Schl) inserted in the direction of the shifting 
motion of the locking bar (R) or by screw (Sch2, Sch3) 
inserted from the basal direction and wherein the 
disassembly is performed by pressing in of the locking 
device (A) against the spring force acting onto the locking 
device (A) through limit stop faces or by removing of the 
screw (Schl, Sch2, Sch3). 
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14. Connection element according to one of the claims 1 
through 13, characterized in that the fixedly seated element 
is formed by a web extension or by a web (S), wherein parts 
of the denture framed or of the casing (G) can engage in 
guide grooves and wherein the locking bolt engagement can be 
performed one-sided or two sided. 

15. Connection element according to one of the claims 1 
through 14, characterized in that a sleeve (H) is provided 
for better guiding of the locking bar (R) through the 
prosthetic body. 

16. Connection element according to one of the claims 1 
through 15 characterized in that the diameter of the 
pushbutton (D) is of the same size or larger as the diameter 
of the locking bar (R) , wherein the pushbutton (D) and the 
locking bar (R) form a common part or are connected to each 
other by press fitting, bolting or screwing together. 

17. Connection element according to one of the claims 1 
through 16, characterized in that the spring (F) is disposed 
within the locking bar (R) or outside of the locking bar (R) 
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between the locking bar (R) and the casing (G) , of an 
outside disposed sleeve (H) or of a sleeve shaped screw 
(Schl) . 

18. Connection element according to one of the claims 1 

through 17, characterized in that the individual 
construction parts are formed as confection parts out of a 
dental alloy, out of titanium, out of a spring material or 
out of plastic. 
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IN TEE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE. 
Applicants Stefan Wintermantel > 

Serial Not Art Unit: 

Filing Date: 

Title- CONNECTION ELEMENT FOR ATTACHMENT OF REMOVABLE. 

DENTURES AT TOOTH CROWNS OK TOOTH IMPLANTS 

DSCLARAXXOH ASD BOWER OF ATTOSBHBX FOR PATENT APPLICATION 
Brklsrung Far Patentaxaw?ldungen Mit Vollmacht 
German Language Declaration Drn204 

Ale nachstehend benannter Erfinder erkiare ich hiermit an 
Bides statt: 

As a below named inventor, I hereby declare that: 

daa mein Wohnsita, meine Postanschrif t und meine Staaics- 
angeharigkeit den im Nachstehenden nacfc memem Hamen aufgeftthrtei* 
Angaben entsprechen, 

My residence, post office address and citizenship are ae stated 
below next to my name, 

da* ich, nach bestem Hi&sen der uraprttngliche, erate and 
alleinige Erfinder (falls nachstehend nur em Name angegeben xst) 
oder exn ursprtinglicher f erster and Miterf mder J f alls 
nachstehend mehrere Naiaen aufgefuhrt sind) des Gegenstandes bin, t 

den dieser Antrag gestellt wird und fur den em Patent 
beantragt wird far die Erf indung ait dem Titfrl: 

Verbinduugselement zur Refestigung abnehmharer Eahnprotesen an 
Zahnkronen oder Zahnimplantaten 

I believe I am the original, first and sole inventor (if only one 
name is listed below) or an original , first and joint inventor 
{if plural names are listed below) of the subject matter which is 
claimed and for which a patent is sought on the invention 
entitled; 
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CONNECTION SLEMEHT FOR ATTACHMENT OF REMOVABLE 
DENTURES AT TOOTH CROWNS OR TOOTH IMPLANTS 

deren Beschreibung (nur ©ines der naohfolgenden Kaatchen 
ankreuzen) 

the specification at which (check only one item below) 

< > hier beigefugt 1st. 

is attached hereto. 

< > am _als U.S. ~ Annua Idling, Serienuummer , 

eing Treicht wurde and am abgeandert wurde (.alls 

tatssehlieh abgeandert) . 

was filed as T3S Application Serial No._^ on 

and was amended on_ (if applicable), 

<X> am 22. JuU 2000 als Internationale ^*^^gglJSSS. 

PCT/DBOO/02387 eingereicht wrde und am . Wteg PCT Arcane* 

36 abgeandert wurde (falls tateschlieh abgeandert}. 

waB filed as PCT international application, NuniharPCT/DEOO/02387 
on 22 July 2000 and was amended under PCT Article 36 
on {if applicable) , 

Ich bests tige hieradt, dap. ich den In ha It der obigen 
Patentanmelduncr einschliealieh der Ansprttche durchgesehen und 
^S23S^^-^«^«11 dnrch einen Zusateantrag wie oben 
erwfihnt abgeandert wurde. 

I hereby stare that I haw reviewed ^ understand the contents 
of the above-identified specification, including the claajas, as 
amended by any amendment referred to above <. 

Ich erkenne meine Pflicht 2ur Offenbarung jeglicher Informationen 
Sj S?Si SSfung d« Patent £ilhiqk*it U BlnM ang »^ Tltel 37 , 
Bundesgesetzbuch (Code of Federal Regulation), § 1.56 von Belang 
sind. - , 
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I acknowledge the duty to disclose information which is material 
to patentability as defined in Title 27 , Code of Federal 
Regulations t § 1*56* 

Ich beanspruche hiermit auslandische Priority tsvorteile gejnsp 
Abschnitt 35 der Zivilprozepordnung der Vereinigten Staaten, 
Paragraph 119 jeglichtrr unten angegebenen Ana landsamsc Idling { enf 
fur ein Patent ader Erf inder surkunde oder jeglicher 
internationalen PCT-Anmeldung{en} , welche roindeatena ein Land 
auaoer den Vercinigten Staaton benennt, und habe auch jegliche 
Auslandsanmeldung(en) fur ein Patent oder Ex finder surkunde oder 
jegliche internationale PCT-Amaeldung{en) , welche mindestens ein 
Land ausser den Vereinigten Staaten henennt, nachstehend 
gekennzeichnet, welche von mir fttr den gleiehen Gegenstand 
eingereicht wurde und ein Anmeldedatum haben, da© vor dem 
Anmeldedatira der Anmeldung liegt, for die Priority t beansprucht 
wird* 

I hereby claim foreign priority benefits under Title 35, United 
States Code, §119 of any foreign application (e) for patent or 
inventor's certificate or of any PCT international application (a) 
designating at least one country other than the United States of 
America listed below and have also identified below any foreign, 
application^ ) for patent or inventor's certificate or any PCT 
international application! s) designating at least one country 
other than the United States of America filed by me on the same 
subject matter having a filing date before that of the 
application ( s ) of which priority is claiised* 

PRIOR FOREIGN /PCT APPLICATION fS) ABU AW PRIORITY CLAIMS USD8R 
35 USC 119? 

FRtJHERB AUSL&KDISCHB/PCT AJSMELDUNG ( EN ) UND JEGLICHE PRXORXT&T UNTER 
35 USC 119: 

Country Application No. Date of Filing Priority Claimed 

(if PCT, indi- (day, month/ year) under 35 use 119 

cate PCT) 

Land (falls Anx&eldungs- Anmeldedatum Priorit&t unter 

PCT, PCT nummer (Tag, Monat, Jahr) 35 USC 119 

angeben ) beansprucht 

Germany 199 36 121-5 31 July 1999 <X>Yes < >No 

Ja Nein 

Ich beanspruche hierxnit genu 3 Ahsatz 35 der Zivilprozegordnung 
der Vereinigten Staaten, Paragraph 120, den Vor2txg jeglicher 
unten aufgefuhrten U . S • -Anmeldung ( en ) oder die USA benennende 
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international (n) PCT~Anmeldung(en* und falls dex Gegenstand aus 
jedem Anspruch dieser Anmeldung nicht in dieser/diesen fr&heren 
Patentanmeldung(en) laut dem ersten Paragraphen des Absatzes 35 
der 2ivilprozejiordnung der Vereiniaten staacen, Paragraph 112 
offenbart ist, erkenne ich gemap Absats 37 f Bundesgesetzbuch, 
Paragraph 1.56(a) meine Pflicht zur Offenbarung von Informational 
an f ale 2 Wise hen dem Anmeldedatum der frttheren Axmeldimg(cn) und 
dem nationalen oder internationaleh PCT Anmeldedafcum dxeaexr 
Anmeldung bekannt geworden sind. 

I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35 t United States Code, 
9120 of any United States application (s } or PCT international 
application ( c) designating the United States of America that 
is/are listed below and/ insofar as the subject matter of each of 
the claims of this application is not disclosed in that /those 
prior application s) in the manner provided by the first 
paragraph of Title 35, United States Code, 5 112, £ acknowledge 
the duty to disclose material information as defined in Title 37 , 

Code of Federal Regulations $ §1, 56(a) which occurred between the 
filing date of the prior application^ ) and the national or PCT 
international filing date of this application: 

PRIOR U.S. APPLICATIONS OH PCT INTERMATIOKAL APPLICATIOSS DESIGNATIMG 
THE TJ.S, FOR BENEFIT UNDER 35 USC 120: 

FR0BBRE AMBRIXANI SCSE ABMELDUNGEN ODER DIE USA SSNBNNENDE 
INTERNATIONALE PCT-ANMELDUNGEN FOR VORHECHT UNTER 35 USC 120 

U.S. APPLICATIONS STATUS (Check one) 

U.S. Application So. u*s Filing Date Patented Pending Abandoned n 

AMERIKANISCHE AKMELDUNGEJfJ STAND (ein Kastchen ankreuzen) 

Seriennummer Anmeldedatum Patent iert Anhangig Aufgegeben 

< > < > < > 

PCT APPLICATIONS DESIGNATING TEE U.S. 
PCT Application PCT Filing Date u*5.Ser«Kua. 
Number assigned (if any) 

DIE USA BENENNENDE PCT-ANMBLBUNGEN 
PCT-Anmelde- PCT-Aroueldedatum Sugeteilte Scrien-. v 
nwmner nummern (falls zatreffend) 

< > < > < > 



VEBTRBTUNGSVOXJmCHTt Als benannter Erfinder beauftrage ich 
hiermit den nachstehend benannten Patentanwalt, (oder die 
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nachstehend benannten Patentanwtlte) und/cder Patent -Agenten ndt 
der Verfolgung der vorliegenden Patentanmeldung sowie mit der 
Abwicklung aller damit verbundenen Geschif te vor dem Patent* und 
Warenzeiehenamt : (Uame und Regiatrationsnumnjer anfuhren) 

POWER OP ATTORNEY: As a named inventor, I hereby appoint the 
following attorney [s) and/or agent(3) to prosecute this 
application and transact all business in the Patent and Trademark 
Office connected therewith* (List name and registration number) 

; ) j Borst M. Kasper (Keg, Wo* 28 #559) 

Richard T. Laughlin (Beg. tib\ g7264> 

Telefongesprftche bitte richten an; (Name und Telefonnummer) 
Direct Telephone Calls to: (Hame and telephone number) 

~(¥fi8) 757-2839 

Postanschrift : 

Send Correspondence to: 

1 3 For ^^ 



Ich erklHre hiermit, dap alio von mir in der vorliegenden 
Brklsrung gemachten Angaben nach meinem besten Wiasen und 
Gewissen der vollen Wahrheit entsprechen, und dap ich diese 
cidesetattlieh© Erklarung in Xenntnis dessen abgebe, da£ 
wissentlich und vorsatelich falsche Angaben gemsp Paragraph 1001, 
Absatz 18 der 2ivilprozepordnung der Vereinigten Staaten von 
Am*»rika ait Geldstrafe belegt und/oder Gefangnis bestraft werden 
konnon, und dap derartig wissentlich und vors&tzlich falsche > 
Angaben die Galtigkeit der vorliegenden Fatentanmeldung oder 
einee darauf erteilten Patentes gefnhrden konnen# 

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own 
knowledge are true and that all statements made on information 
and belief are believed to be true; and further that these 
statements were made with the knowledge that willful false 
statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or 
imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the 
United States Code and that such willful false statements may 
jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issuing 
thereon. 
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Voller Name des einzigen oder rogoaglteto ********** 
lull name of sole or first inventor. 

—60 Stefan WlgTEHMaWTEI^ 

"onterechrift des Erfisders ^"Jrt* 
N / Inventor's sxgnature 



Wohnsitz 

Residence 

B-72US Mossiugsn 
Germany 

Staatsangeho r i^keit 
Citizenship 

Postanschrift 

Post Office Address 

Bahnhofatrasse $ ^ 



*% p tO:gsrrnde{Drn204 (March l r 2001 (tn 
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